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New from NLS: Braille-on-Demand, BARD training

We have an exciting new service for our patrons who read braille. Through the NLS Braille-on-Demand program, you can now request one hard-copy braille book per month, and it’s yours to keep. Choose from any of the more than 16,000 ebraille titles currently available on BARD (Braille and Audio Reading Download). You can use the online form at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NLSbrailleondemand to place your request, or call 1-800-248-6701 to get help from a GLS Reader Advisor.

The NLS Patron Engagement Section continues to introduce fun and engaging opportunities to learn more about the services available to you. In addition to the quarterly Patron Corner program series that debuted in June, NLS has just announced a new monthly online get-together focusing on all aspects of the BARD service. 

Beginning August 11, 2022, NLS will offer a monthly program called The Many Faces of BARD. This one-hour program will occur on the second Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. Eastern time. Each program will cover one aspect of BARD, starting with a brief presentation and followed by a question and answer period. NLS will announce the topic for the next presentation at the end of each program. The August 11 program will provide a general overview of all available BARD products.

Join the meeting on Zoom at https://tinyurl.com/BARDMonthlyNLS on a computer or by calling 1-669-245-5252. If prompted, enter Meeting ID: 161 116 1911 and Passcode: 489758.

Contact GLS at 1-800-248-6701 for more information on NLS services and programs.

The power of a PINES card

Did you know that with a PINES card, GLS patrons can request large print books and audio descriptive DVDs to be mailed to their home? PINES provides access to more than 15,000 large print titles and 1,500 audio-described DVDs from libraries throughout the state. Call your Reader Advisor at 1-800-248-6701 toll free to learn more.

Selected titles available in large print and talking book formats:

Fiction

The Judge’s List by John Grisham
Lacy Stoltz, from The Whistler (DB86026), is thinking about leaving the Florida Board on Judicial Conduct when she’s contacted by Jeri Crosby. Jeri’s father was murdered 20 years ago and she believes a current judge was behind it. Lacy must discover the truth. Violence and strong language. DB105337.

Everything Is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer
A young Jewish American—with the same name as the author and a faded photograph in hand—travels to Ukraine searching for the woman who may have saved his grandfather from the Nazis. His adventures are enhanced by local guides. DB054448.

Nonfiction 

Midnight in Chernobyl: The Story of the World’s Greatest Nuclear Disaster by Adam Higginbotham
An account of the 1986 nuclear power plant disaster in Chernobyl, Ukraine. Discusses the disaster itself, the immediate ecological consequences, the political and economic ramifications for the Soviet Union, and more. Draws on decades of reporting, archival information, and firsthand interviews with witnesses. DB094170.

Just as I Am by Cicely Tyson
Memoir from an acclaimed African American actress (1924-2021). Chronicles her childhood, marriage to Miles Davis, experiences as a single mother, and achievements on stage and screen. Addresses the racial and gender prejudices she experienced in her life and career. DB102432.

Meet the GLS Atlanta staff

In this continuing series, we feature staff members who work in our GLS Atlanta public library. Get to know these hardworking and knowledgeable professionals. 

Vanessa Meadows is the assistant manager of GLS Atlanta. Not only does she answer the phone and assist patrons every day, she is also in charge of public programs like the monthly peer support group, the “For Grown Folks Only” book club, and more. Vanessa’s most recent “big event” was June’s online poetry slam. She looks forward to the return of in-person programs like ice cream socials, talent shows, and the Patron Prom.

Lamar Robinson has been with GLS for 13 years. Lamar operates the local recording booth, managing the process of recording books about Georgia and by Georgia authors. Part of this job is recruiting narrators for the various recording projects. Get in touch with Lamar if you have an idea for a local addition to the talking book collection, or want to refer a volunteer narrator.

Upcoming virtual programs at GLS

Tech Talk
Wednesday, August 10
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Call in to the inaugural meeting of our new Tech Talk discussion group, then plan on joining the conversation every other month on the second Wednesday at the same time. Everyone on the call will get a chance to share tips, ask questions, and learn from each other. Dial 1-605-475-6777, with access code 1959# to join the conference call.

Bookshare Training
Wednesday, August 24
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Learn how to customize your reading experience by making the most of Bookshare, free to all registered GLS users. With Bookshare, you have access to millions of digital books in formats and topics to suit every need. Join the Zoom meeting at https://tinyurl.com/BookshareGLS. You can also join by calling 1-301-715-8592. Meeting ID: 969 4983 4508, Passcode: 396715.

Donors’ corner

Your donations are appreciated. Please make checks payable to the USG Foundation and write GLSBPD on the memo line. Mail checks to: GLS Atlanta, One Margaret Mitchell Sq., NW, First Floor, Atlanta, GA 30303.
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